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THE WORDSWORTH MATRIX IN G.D. ROBERTS'
TANTRAMAR REVISTED
Dr. Satendra kumar

'The Tantramar Revisited' says Keith, in his Introduction’ to Roberts'
Selected Poctry and Critical Prose (1974), Shows the poet ‘at the height of
his power' and it transcends the poetry of mere ‘nostalgia and rural descrip-
tion' to become’ a sensitive and intelligent enquiry into the nature of memory
and change'.! Usually remarking that the poem is derivative and reminiscent
without being original or innovative.?Roberts did not invent a new form for
his poem, his decision to remember and to echo in ' The Tantramar Revis-
ited" the verse forrm, the cadences, and even specific details * of Evangeline
is both apt and appropriate, not only because his poem takes as its theme,
‘nostalgic rememberance’, * but also because it takes as its subject a portion
of the landscape of the Maritimes, and indeed precisely that portion which
Cappon appositely calls, ' the land of Evangeline' *. Roberts adds historical
depth and resonance to his meditation on the effects of time and memory in
the region of the Tantramar marshes on the Bay of Fundy. 'The Tantramar

thus gains an historical dimensions (and it is worth i
here Roberts' well known fascination with the history of the Maritimes)
through an allusion inherent in its verse form and its cadences.

Roberts servers the readers' ear notice- of what, in effect, is the imagi-
native adventure of the poem ; the speaker’s discovery of the disconjuction
between his expectation and the reality, between his expectation that the
marshlands have not been affected by Time and the reality that, of course,
they have. The speaker of the poem comes to realize that even in the Land-
scape of his youth the same forces are at work.

"Nature poetry’, wrote Roberts in the December 1897 issue of Forum,
(New York), is not mere description of landscape in metrical form, but an
expression of one or another of many vital relationships between external
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nature and 'the deep heart of man" ¢,

TheCamd.lmpoetdenVedhlsconcemfurﬂwﬁctﬂmMmalone,
being both a part of and apart from the natural world, feels the burden of
time and death, while Nature itself, whether it be through mere endurance
(as in the case of geophysical formations such as rock and ) or through
seasonal and cyclical reoccurance (as in the case with trees, grass and other
aspects of the vegetable world), seems immune to the forces of Time and
Death. Be this as it may, I shall try to show that a concem with the effects of
Time and Death on Man and Nature lies at the coire of "The Tantramar Re-
visited' and, moreover, that the interaction bertween ‘external nature' and the
"heart' of the speaker is the source of the dialectcal and dramatic develop-
ment that takes place in the poem. This development resides in the gradual
transformation of the speaker's attitude to and perception of the Tantramar
landscape from a place where, the forces of ‘chance and change' have also
taken their roll. By means of the interaction between the speaker (Man) and
the landscape (Nature) the poem explores the effects of Time.

Roberts' poeu'yu,mllngeexwm,dmvanve l-Ilspoemuvullhem
selves of sif i
phrases that are Wordsworthian.

The poem is his version or more properly, his inversions of
Wordsworth's 'Tintern Abbey'. The core of the poem is unmistakably
Wordsworthian : the setting is the Lake Country of the Romantics ; the situ-
ation a return to the earlier associations of the scene by a matured poet and
his sister ; the import, a creed handed down by the poet to his listener.

In'Tintern Abbey’ Wordsworth and Dorothy stand," here upon the bank
of this fair river'. The poet mourns his lost childhood oneness with Nature
but derives joy from the knowledge that his sister still possesses the power
that he has lost. The poem ends on a triumphant asseration of his belief in a
matured and 'sober pleasure' based on the ‘wild esctasies’ of youth. Memory
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becomes a source of joy : Nature never did betray the heart that loved her.
The poet, "a worshiper of Nature", can readily become its priest.

In 'Tantramar Revisited' Roberts stands on a tidal river that empties
into the Cumberland Basin of the Bay of Fundy : 'here from my vamageA
ground', The poem ends with a tinge of hope and memory becomes sad to

the old landscape ; but he takes lation ' as I sit and watch
this present peace of landscape’. The poem ends with a tinge of hope and
memory becomes a source of joy : ‘many and many a sorrow has all but died
from rememberance’. He hopes to derive a creed based on his observation of
Nature. But while Roberts' earning for sobering 'thoughts' suggested by the

dings is not unlike Wordsworth's, hisi sonof th d

ings is marked different. To Wordsworth the communion between Nature
and Man is intself an abundent compensation for the mutability of life - it
brings out the communion between brother and sister, man and man and
confirms the poet in his role of Nature's high priest. To Roberts on the other
hand, the utter impersonality of the scene before him only accentuates the
need for an adequate attitude towards a Natural world which can no more
provide the ‘tender joy' that Wordsworth was capable of extracting from it
than it can act as a stimulas for the heightened sensation sought by Roberts.

The isolated poet who converts the 'still sad music of humanity into a
joyful faith, has become a detached stoic contemplation, content with, "the
‘hands of chance and change”. For what has changed, above all, is the order
preceived by the poet and the manner in which the poet's perception has
been achived. The devine ‘presence’ perceived by Wordsworth resides in the
lanscape he sees as well as in himself. It is

a sense sublime

Of something far more deeply interfused,

Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,

And the round ocean and the living air,
6}




And the blue sky, and in the mind of man;
A motion and a spirit that impels,
All living things, all objects of all thought,
And  rolls  thourgh all things.

To Roberts, on the order had, is the aggregate of all that is visible; an

imp and ical power which offers not joy, but peace' to him who
apprehends its operations.

Yet as I sit and watch, this present peace of the landscape
Stranded boats, these reels empty and idle, the hush
One grey hawk show-wheeling above you cluster of haystacks,
More than the old time stir, how once it stung me with rapture
Old time sweetness, the winds freighted with honey and salt!
Yet will I stay my steps and not go down to the marshland,
Muse and recall far off, rather remember than see
Iest on too close sight I miss the darling illusion,
Spy at their task even here the hands chance and change.

Nature has provided Wordsworth with all 'holy love'; it has only con-
firmed Roberts' saddened intellectual awareness.

*Tantramar Revisited' and 'Tintern Abbey rely on the modulation of
conflicting moods, both poems conglude on the speaker's subjection to a
discipline based on Nature. izes the b f this
discipline ; Roberts emphasizes its grim ity. We see that the poet is
emphuizingthe:peaha‘sinabﬂitymndbymns,wminuindmasm-
ance asserted in the opening section. Instead of a sense of stability rein-
forced by even candances and balanced statements, we are given in the sec-
tion an increasing emotional departure from the present. In each case, the
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landscape has acted as a guide. But while for Wordsworth Nature is an ac-
tive teacher and comforter who readily reveals ' a presence that disturbs me
with the joy of elevated thoughts', Roberts' thoughts are addressed rhetori-
cally to the impassive landscape before him so that it might confirm his own
‘well rehearsed lesson in the art of remembring :

Miles on miles beyond the the tawny bay is Minudie
These are the low blue hills, village gleam at their feét
Nearer a white sail shines across the water, and nearer Still are
the slim, grey masts of fishing boats dry on the flats.
Ah how well I remember those wide red flats, above tide mark
Pale with scurf of the salt seamed and baked in the sun!
Well I remember the piles of blocks and ropes, and the ret-reels,
Wound with the beaded nets, dripping and dark from the sea.

‘The lesson of joy given to Wordsworth is thus subverted. For Roberts' na-
ture is utterly impervious to the emotional demands of its students. 'The

dows and the woods and ins' speak freely to Wordsworth in the
"language of sense". Roberts, however, must scrupulously points out that
the language he ascribes to the scene before him is really his own.

vision is dent and symbolical : ocean, air, and
sky contain the same spirit which dwells ' In the mind of man' Roberts' vi-
sion is analytical and allegrical ; the mind of man can tentatively impose its
understanding upon what it apprehends through the senses. Therefore, while
Wordsworth's poet is medium for the divine plan of Nature, Roberts' poet is
merely the interpreter of the 'dumb' wishes of a neutral universe. Whereas
‘Wordsworth becomes infused and intoxicated by the centrifugal power of
Nature. Roberts must stand aside and examine his own relative position in
time and space in order to preserve his hands of chance and change'. To
(38)




conclude (in few), ' The Tantramar Revisited', thus, represents Roberts' at-
tempts to gi ication' to Wordswortk ic poem.

NOTES

1. Selected Poetry and Critical Prose (University of Tornoto
Press,1974),p.xxi.

2. Pacey's Essays, p.193

3. Two tone quotations from the opening sections of Evangeline, The
Poetical Works of Longfellow (London : Fredrick Wamne, n.d.) pp.106
and 109, should be sufficient to establish the connections :
Dikes that the hands of the farmer had raised with labour Intessant,
Shut out the turbulent tides ; but at stated season the food gates,
Opened, and welcomed the sea to wander at will over the meadows.
‘West and South there were fields of flax, and orchards, and comfields,
Spreading after and undefenced over plain ; and away to north ward

Now had the season returned, when the nights grow colder and longer,
And the retreating sun the sign of the Scropion enters,
Birds of passage sailed through the leaden air.......

4, Ten Canadian Poets, p.48

5. Charles G.D. Roberts (Toronto : Ryerson, 1925), p.12

6.  Selected Poetry and Critical Prose, p.281.
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Community Education

Dr. SHASHI BHANU VIDYALANKAR

C ity education for Social Develop in present scenario :

1. The hazard to the continuity and source of inspiration of the commu
nity Education Programme. The main cause of deternment to the con
tinuity of this programme is the uncertain future of the people involve.

2. Insufficient financial resources.

3. The villager's attitude of indifference towards the programme.

4. The lack of direct and full co-operation of the local unit like Gram
Panchayat,

5. The literagy movement has to be related to many related aspects, par
ticularly the livelihood of the engaged workers.

6.  The literacy should have been thrusts towards the increase of know!

edge, general i and co-operation of the ity. For
this regional centers of folk culture should be established.
7. Non-G (NGOs) isation should be involved and en

couraged for the dynamic growth of this programme. For this NGOs
should be granted greater freedom to work. At the same time the
progress of their work should be assessed from time to time. For adopt
ing new methods and to entuse full life to this movement new rural
talents of young men and women should be discovered and encour
aged to participate in the movement.

ADULT EDUCATION
‘Community Education' this phrase of word is generally meant that
education for backword people like labours, women of backward areas and
generally education for them after the primary education, and specially edu-
cation for child labours.
(a0}



In this changing scenareo where University system is going to be Pri-
vatised. In this we can take a topic education for Adults.

‘The adult education departments were started into the University sys-
tem as a part of Government policy in 1978. They were initially established
as an extension activity to contribute towards national endeavour to eradi-
cate illiterary.

For Adults how this education we can give in the form of community?
Answer of this question is that how should Teaching Activities Organised.

METHOD USED :-

Adult education in the form of ity is ially a method of
quantitative description of the general ¢t isticsof This mehtod
of Adult education in the form of i ion deals with the rela-

tionship between variables, the listing of hypotheses and development of
generalizations that have universal validity. In the words of F. L. Whiteny in
his book 'The Elements of Research', Page 161 "nominative survey is an
organised attempt to analize, interpret and report the present status of the
social institutions, group or area." According to J. W. Best in his book '
Research in Education', Page 107 "Gather data from a relatively large number
of cases at a particular time. It is no concerned with the characteristics of
i Itis d with the ized statistics that result when
data abstracted from a numbeer of individual cases.”

THE ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY (Adult Form) :

This is developed by H. M. Bell, Dr. J. B. Verma in connection with
his post doctral research made an Indian adoptation and translation, All the
items have been retained because they were responded well being general in
nature even upder Indian conditions. The five areas in this connection are-
Home, Health, Social, Emotional and Occupational.

How should be it is interviewed. This schedule was developed by the
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mvemgatorwnhavxew to see and analyse how for the adults participating

inthe adults ed p have been benefitted in a variety of wages.

‘This schedule contains 40 items in the forms of questions, simply because

defenite responses on each items may be collected with a view to further

analyse the participants way of thinking and behaving and their standards of
living. In this scene, this schedule was divided into two parts :

Part- Collected informations about the conditions in general includ
ing the center which the subjects attended.

Part-Tl Contained such items which reflected how much in the adults
who have attended such programmes scan read, write and count
and calculated.

In this connection hymn's Rigvedas, Mandal 10 and Sukta 191 -

dafgad  gwed Rl am
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d is the expression of knowledge, an is significant
in unity's united are their minds in the silent dynamism of all possibilities.
For you (says the Seer Samvanan) I make use of the integrated expression of
ige. By virtue of unitedness, and by means of that which remains to
‘be united. I perform action to generate WHOLENESS OF LIFE, (this menas
!hanhzoonmwsnnssofdwkamofhlsm,wvmmngmﬂwfomof
this hymn and p ing the cognition, proclaims that orthe
pure nature of life, continues to create newer and newer WHOLENESS - all
P




the time in one grand WHOLENESS. United be your purpose, harmonious

be your feelings, collected be your mind (the phrase collected be your mind'

calls for i d iological functioning) in the same way as all

the various aspects of the universe exists in togetherness, WHOLENESS.
The Bhagwad Gita this topic is also explained -

TR SAIRT |
o, Rer: Frar Rgeatarf a1 -
AR £ ¢
Go together, speak together, know your mind to be functioning to-
gether from a common source in the some manner as the impulse of Creative
Intelligence, in the begining, remain together united near the source.

‘We can happily ivation and propagation of ity service
with Social forestry. As through social forestry we help the physical environ-
ment b ductive to the physical health of the people. So through
community Education we create health Psychological environment in the
society. I is d and knowledge health. If we try to educate
the entire population of the country we shall have a more powerful and un-
d ding society. Specially for a 1 and lively like

Indian Education for the masses is a must. It is only the Educated and know1-
edgable people who can exercise their franchise in a right way.

‘The Indian siciety is tragically devided into two sharp groups of haves
and have's not. The affluent people can afford the higher cost of the educa-
tion but the general masses struggling only for their livelihood. Simply can
not send their children to the schools. Their children themselves for a power-
ful source of income for the family. That is also another reason that the poor
are not motivated to send their children to schools.

Through the of science and technology the whole of the
glow is becoming a large village. Soon, we hope that by the mid of the 21st
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century the word will come under one banner of government. To Accelerate
their realization of one word civilization the masses have to be educated
very hly C i ion is not only b "‘foraninc}b
vidual alone, but it is very useful for the whole of the society and humanity
at large. If the human civilization has to survive on the globe the people of all
community and cultures will have to develop and sense of mutual apprecia-

tion, tolerence and peace. It is only in peace time that man's creative spirit
can create world civilization and bring about the dawn of new human race.
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